Author guidelines Family & Law

General information
Family & Law is a double-blind peer-reviewed journal. Contributions undergo a double blind
peer review procedure. The editors, the Advisory Board and the permanent external reviewers
consist of leading academics from legal and social science disciplines from various European
jurisdictions.
Type of contributions:
Authors can submit original high-quality academic contributions in the field of legal and
related social and behavioural science research regarding family, children, law of persons and
the protection of vulnerable adults which are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Multidisciplinary studies combining legal and behavioural or social science
perspectives and/or empirical research;
Comparative analysis of laws of several countries or jurisdictions;
Multidisciplinary, empirical legal studies and/or comparative research reports;
Comprehensive theoretical analysis of domestic laws of one jurisdiction;
Systematic reviews;
Book reviews.

There is no fixed maximum length of contributions which allows publication of contributions
of substantial length.
Language:
Contributions can be submitted in English, French, German or Dutch. If the language of the
contribution is not your first language, please ensure that the quality of the language will
suffice. The journal does not provide for language revision. Contributions with an insufficient
level of language will be rejected.
Style and references:
Contributions should be submitted in Word.
Authors may use paragraphs and subparagraphs with headings and subheadings.
References:
Due to the multidisciplinary nature of the journal authors are allowed to choose between
different styles and types of references. However, the chosen style and type of references
should remain consistent throughout the contribution.

Authors are free to use either footnotes or short references between brackets in the text
combined with a literature list at the end of the contribution.
Footnotes:
When footnotes are used, please use the following examples:
❖ Book: K. Boele-Woelki, Unifying and Harmonizing Substantive Law and the Role of
Conflict of Laws, Leiden/Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers 2010, p. 10.
❖ Article: N.V. Nikolina, ‘The Influence of International Law on the Issue of CoParenting: Emerging Trends in International and European Instruments’, Utrecht Law
Review 2012 vol. 8, no. 1, p. 122-144.
❖ Contribution in a collective work: F. Swennen and S. Eggermont, ‘Same-sex couples
in central Europe: Hope, Step and Jump’, in: K. Boele-Woelki & A. Fuchs (eds.), Legal
recognition of same-sex relationships in Europe, Antwerpen - Cambridge: Intersentia
2011, p. 19-38.
If a reference in the footnote has been listed for the second time, please use the following
summarised form: Boele-Woelki 2010, p. 10.
References in the text:
When short references between brackets in the text are used in combination with a literature
list at the end of the contribution, please use the following example:
In the text:
(Boele-Woelki 2010, p. 10), or (Boele-Woelki 2010).
In the list at the end of the contribution:
• Book: Boele-Woelki, K. (2010) Unifying and Harmonizing Substantive Law and
the Role of Conflict of Laws, Leiden/Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, p. 10.
• Article: Nikolina, N.V. (2012) ‘The Influence of International Law on the Issue of
Co-Parenting: Emerging Trends in International and European Instruments’,
Utrecht Law Review 2012 vol. 8, no. 1, p. 122-144.
• Contribution in a collective work: Swennen, F., Eggermont S., (2011) ‘Same-sex
couples in central Europe: Hope, Step and Jump’, in: K. Boele-Woelki & A. Fuchs
(eds.), Legal recognition of same-sex relationships in Europe, Antwerpen Cambridge: Intersentia, p. 19-38.
Legal materials
When referring to legal provisions, case law and official materials the authors are requested as
far as possible to follow either the style of references adopted in their own jurisdiction, or the
official abbreviation employed by the jurisdiction or institution of the origin of relevant
materials. For example:
Article 6(2) ECHR.
Requirements of Writing (Scotland) Act 1995, s 9(5)(a).

CJEU 15 January 2004, Case C-433-01, Jud. 2004, I-981.
ECHR 8 July 2003 (Sahin v. Germany), no. 30943/96.
House of Lords, Select Committee on Adoption Legislation, Adoption: Post-Legislative
Scrutiny, Second Report of Session 2012-2013, HL Paper 127.
Tables and figures
Tables and figures may be included in the Word file. Photos and other images can be delivered
separately via the review system. In this case, it must be made clear where the image should be
placed in the contribution, for example by referring to the appropriate place in the manuscript:
‘[place image 1 here]’. Tables should be created using the table function in Word.
Digital figures (preferably in jpg or eps format) must have a resolution of at least 300 dpi.
Images from the internet are almost always unsuitable due to their low resolution.
Always obtain permission for the use of material protected by copyright.

Practical guide for submitting an article
Go to the Family & Law website (www.familyandlaw.eu)
Click on the tab ‘submit article’.
You will be automatically redirected to Editorial Manager.
In order to submit your article, you have to follow a number of steps. The system will
generally guide you through this process. Some key steps are explained in more detail below.
Registration
Before submitting an article, an author needs to create a personal account.
Anonymization
In view of the double-blind peer-review, contributions must be submitted without
references to author’s name, position, own publications, research or workplace.
Information about the author(s)
Please submit concise biographic information (max 100 words) about each of the authors. The
information should include the academic title(s), affiliation(s), educational background(s) and
main field(s) of expertise.
Abstract

Please submit an abstract of your contribution (maximum of 300 words) in the same language
as the contribution. In case the contribution is written in a language other than English, please,
also submit an English summary (maximum of 300 words).
Please, separate the two summaries with the symbol: ---.
Key words
Please submit five keywords related to the subjects of your contribution.

